Phase II study of bisantrene administered by continuous 72-hour infusion for advanced pancreatic adenocarcinoma.
Eighteen ambulatory patients who had proven metastatic adenocarcinoma of the pancreas and measurable disease but no previous chemotherapy were treated with bisantrene given by constant central intravenous infusion over 72 hours at a total dose of 300 mg/m2 repeated every 3 to 4 weeks. No objective regression was seen. The median interval to progression was 6 weeks; the median survival was 14 weeks. Primary toxic reactions were nausea, vomiting, and leukopenia. In no instance were these life-threatening. When administered by the method we used, bisantrene cannot be recommended for treatment of advanced pancreatic adenocarcinoma.